
Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
512 N. 93rd Avenue, Tolleson, Arizona 85353 

REV. PEDRO VELEZ, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 

Sunday Mass Times/Misas Dominicales 
 Sunday  8:00 a.m. (Español)  
 Sunday  10:00 a.m. (English) 
 Sunday  12:00 p.m. (Español) 
 

Weekday Masses at 8:30 a.m. 
 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
 

Devotions to the Blessed Sacrament 
 Thursday  8:00 a.m. – Holy Hour 
 Friday  6:00 p.m. – Adoration 
 

Holy Days of Obligation 
 Mass times will be announced in bulletin 
 

Confessions  
 Saturday, 11:00 am  to 1:00 pm.  or by appointment 
 

Marriage 
 Register at least 9 months in advance to  
 begin Marriage Preparation. 
 

Baptisms 
 To baptize in our parish, parents must be  
 registered parishioners and attend baptism class.  
 Register at the parish office. 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
 St. Vincent de Paul assists with emergency food boxes. 
 Call 623-936-1839. 
 

Emergency After Hours Sick Call 
 Please call only for emergency sick calls: 623-643-9151 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 
Telephone: 623-936-7107 
Fax:  623-936-9536 
Office Open: Monday—Thursday 
Office Closed: Friday—Saturday—Sunday 
Office Hours: 9 a.m.—Noon 
Email: info@blessedaz.org 
Facebook: Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church Tolleson 

Website: blessedaz.org 

PASTORAL STAFF AND PARISH STAFF 
Deacon Jose Garza 
Joyce Bustos, Office Manager 
Maria Mercedes Gonzalez, Administrative Assistant 
Mrs. Estela Estupiñan, Faith Formation, Children/Adults 
Fr. Pedro Velez, Youth Evangelization, RCIA, Baptism 
Cyntia Ramirez, Youth Coordinator 
SET Coordinator: Cyntia Ramirez  
blessedsacramentset@gmail.com 
Heriberto Cangas, Maintenance 

May 2, 2021; Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 2, 2021; Fifth Sunday of Easter 
2 de Mayo, 2021; Quinto Domingo de Pascua 

 
 
 

May 3, 2021 — May 9, 2021 
 
Monday, May 3, Sts. Philip and James 

8:30 am   Jose Ordoñez (+) 
Tuesday, May 4 
8:30 am    Fernando Espinoza y Claudia Carrazco (+) 
Wednesday, May 5 

8:30 am   Valentin Antillon (+) 
Thursday, May 6 
8:00 am   Holy Hour 
Friday, May 7 
8:30 am  Joe y Mary Rivera (+) 
Saturday, May 8 
 NO MASS 
Sunday, May 9, Mother’s Day 
8:00 am     Matilde Ulloa y Virginia Moreno (+) 
10:00 am  Ofelia Medina and Frances Gem (+) 
12:00 pm  Isaa Garcia, Cruz Pulgarin y Isabel Galindo (+) 

Is gossip a mortal sin?  
 
Answer:  
 
To really ask this question, we must consider the Eighth 
Commandment: “You shall not bear false witness.”  
In its reflections on this commandment, The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church invites us to not only think about what 
bearing “false witness” means, but to also consider how we 
understand the truth and how we communicate more broad-
ly. This is why so much of this section of the Catechism has 
to do with the gift of language. With this in mind, we will 
notice that the word “gossip” isn’t used by the Catechism. 
Instead, we find the words “detraction” and “calumny,” 
which are actually two forms that gossip can take, and both 
can be quite serious.  
First, detraction is the of revealing “another’s faults and 
failings to persons who did not know them,” without 
morally valid reasons. Calumny, by extension, is saying 
something about another person that is untrue, and it is sin-
ful because it “harms the reputation of others and gives 
occasion for false judgements” (see no. 2477).  
In all of our communication, we have to always recognize 
that we have a moral obligation to the truth and to always 
work to protect the reputation and honor of our neighbors 
(see no. 2479).  
Gossip can, in fact, prove to be a very serious sin. After all, 
the Catechism reminds us: “No one is bound to reveal the 
truth to someone who does not have the right to know 
it” (no. 2489). When we have gossiped, especially if we are 
aware we have damaged another person’s good name or 
reputation, we want to make every effort to undo the dam-
age we have done, including seeking the grace and for-
giveness offered in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Become a Prayer Champion! 
As a faith-based agency, we 
believe in the power of pray-
er. Receive our prayer in-
tentions by email at 9 am 
every Wednesday. Join oth-

er Prayer Champions from your own home or from a safe, 
peaceful location and pray every Wednesday morning at 
9:30 am to pray for those we serve at Catholic Charities and 
the world at large. If you would like to be a Prayer Champi-
on, contact Dulce Valdez at dhernandez@cc-az.org or at 
602.650.4832. Send your prayer requests anytime to pray-
ers@cc-az.org. Invite others to join you! “Therefore I tell 
you, all that you ask for in prayer, believe that you will 
receive it and it shall be yours.” Mark 11:24  

4/18/2021 $5,292.95 
 

Thank you for most generous donations during this  
difficult time! 

 
Online donation option:  

 https://www.osvhub.com/blessedaz/funds/plate  
 

¡Gracias por enviar o traer sus generosas donaciones en 
este tiempo tan difícil! 

 * Note from Fr. Pedro * 
 
Starting Sunday, May 2nd, we will no longer be live 
streaming the Masses on Facebook 
 
A partir del domingo, 2 de mayo, ya no estaremos 
transmitiendo en vivo las misas en Facebook.   

 



Readings for the Week 
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 
[26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8  
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 
[cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 
1]/Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn 
15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/
Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 
3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Las Lecturas de la Semana  
Domingo:  Hch 9, 26-31/Sal 21, 26-27. 28. 30. 31-32 
[26]/1 Jn 3, 18-24/Jn 15, 1-8  
Lunes:   1 Cor 15, 1-8/Sal 18, 2-3. 4-5 [5]/Jn 14, 6-
14 
Martes:  Hch 14, 19-28/Sal 144, 10-11. 12-13. 21 
[cfr. 12]/Jn 14, 27-31 
Miércoles:  Hch 15, 1-6/Sal 121, 1-2. 3-4. 4-5 [cfr. 1]/
Jn 15, 1-8 
Jueves:  Hch 15, 7-21/Sal 95, 1-2. 2-3. 10 [3]/Jn 15, 
9-11 
Viernes:  Hch 15, 22-31/Sal 56, 8-9. 10 y 12 [10]/Jn 
15, 12-17 
Sábado:  Hch 16, 1-10/Sal 99, 1-2. 3. 5/Jn 15, 18-21 
Domingo siguiente:  Hch 10, 25-26. 34-35. 44-48/Sal 
97, 1. 2-3. 3-4 [cfr. 2]/ 
1 Jn 4, 7-10/Jn 15, 9-17 

LA CORRESPONSABILIDAD DIARIA 
La Ramificación no Siempre es lo que Parece Ser  

“Esa es una rama de árbol realmente hermosa. Hombre, 
¿podrías mirar la corteza de esa cosa? Las otras son verda-
deros defectos, pero esa rama baja realmente lo tiene todo.” 
Nunca he escuché a nadie decir esto. Tal vez solo necesito 
pasar tiempo con más arbolistas, pero no recuerdo haber 
escuchado a alguien admirar la belleza particular de una 
sola rama. Cuando alguien comenta sobre un árbol, general-
mente es todo el árbol, tal vez un elemento visual del mis-
mo, como el color de las hojas o su altura. Pero la gente no 
suele concentrarse en una rama.  
Tal vez se deba a que, por lo general, si una rama se ve un 
poco débil, es probable que todas las demás también lo 
sean.  
La Biblia nos dice que cuando damos fruto como buenos 
corresponsables diarios, es para la gloria del Padre. Somos 
la rama de Su magnífico árbol. Lo que tenemos es de Él, y 
lo que hacemos también apunta a Él. También tendemos a 
reflejar qué tan bien las otras ramas que nos rodean están 
incorporando los nutrientes que les llegan. Todo eso está 
muy bien en teoría. En la práctica, puede ser un arduo ejer-
cicio de humildad.  
Cuando hago algo virtuoso, caritativo o amable, hay una 
parte de mí que quiere destacarse por ello. Creo que eso es 
cierto para todos nosotros. Nos hemos entregado de alguna 
manera o hemos superado alguna tentación humana de lo-
grar un poco de bien en este mundo, y aunque sabemos que 
Dios nos ve, nos encantaría que todos los demás también lo 
vieran. Es una lucha, seguro. Pero debemos recordar que 
nuestra fruta pertenece a todo el árbol. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s Cracked Up 

to Be 
“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you look at 
the bark on that thing? The others are real duds, but that low-
hanging branch has really got it all together.” 
 
I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to hang 
out with more arborists, but I can’t recall ever hearing some-
one admire the particular beauty of a single branch. When 
someone comments on a tree, it’s usually the whole tree — 
perhaps a visual element of it, like the color of the leaves or its 
height. But people don’t usually zero in on one branch. 
Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a little 
weak, chances are every other branch is, too. 
The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good everyday 
stewards, it is for the Father’s glory. We are the branch on His 
magnificent tree. What we have is from Him, and what we do 
likewise points back to Him. We also tend to reflect how well 
the other branches around us are incorporating the nutrients 
coming their way. That’s all fine and good in theory. In prac-
tice, it can be an arduous exercise in humility. 
 
When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, there is a 
part of me that wants to stand out for it. I think that’s true for 
all of us. We’ve given of ourselves in some way or overcome 
some human temptation to accomplish a little bit of good in 
this world, and even though we know God sees us, we’d really 
love for everyone else to see it, too. It’s a struggle, for sure. 
But we need to remember that our fruit belongs to the whole 
tree. 

Sharing the Gospel 
 

Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn the lamp on. It 
shines brightly. Now, unplug the lamp. The lamp goes dark. 
It might be a nice lamp. It might have a new light bulb. Yet, 
without being plugged in to electricity, the lamp cannot 
shine. In today's Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you are a 
branch. As long as you are attached to Jesus, your faith can 
grow fruit like love, kindness and gentleness. If you break 
away from Jesus, your faith will die, and you will not grow 
any fruit. Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can shine. Stay 
connected to Jesus, so your faith can grow fruit. 
 
Prayer 
God, help me to stay connected to Jesus. 
 
Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of a tall vine with one branch for every per-
son in your family. Write Jesus' name on the vine, and write 
the names of your family members on the branches. 
 
Mission for the Week 
Read Galatians 5:22-23 with your family. Write down the 
nine different kinds of fruit that will grow from your faith, 
when you stay connected to Jesus.  


